INANE meetings and volunteering on its committees has also enhanced PPNP's visibility among other editors and publishers.
As I review my past five years as EIC, I want to share some observations about the journal and the scholarship of nurses who focus on policy and politics. First, some authors have been steadily engaged with PPNP. They willingly review manuscripts and mentor others. One of these authors is Ellen J. Hahn, Dean and Marcia K. Drake Professor at the Colleges of Nursing and Public Health at University of Kentucky. She consistently coauthored student papers that disseminated findings from tobacco policy research and more recently, radon risk reduction. I encourage readers to read the many articles in PPNP that Dean Hahn has written with her University of Kentucky students and faculty. Hopefully, other deans and senior faculty will be inspired to step up to the plate in the same way. And what about a regularly featured column on faculty-student collaboration? Other expert policy scholars have also encouraged students to submit to the journal. Rather than name them all, I want to point out that some were from Australia, Canada, United Kingdom, and New Zealand. These are all English-speaking nations, which brings me to a second point about the past five years.
Even with our growing global readership, dissemination to areas such as South America and parts of Europe, Africa and Asia remain a challenge because of language differences. Is there a way to overcome these barriers? Perhaps, PPNP could sponsor a demonstration project that worked across these geographic and language barriers.
Suppose we found a way to share nursing and policy scholarship across national boundaries, despite language differences. Such scholarship would only be useful if we also explain the social, political and economic structures and processes that apply to each locale. In other words, authors and readers must consider the contextual factors that affect policy outcomes. Often, we received manuscripts from nurses who wanted to disseminate policy research, but their manuscripts lacked content on the country or region's demographics, nursing education systems, political structure, economic indicators, health services, or epidemiological data. Without such evidence, readers cannot fully understand the array of factors that affect the policy and population outcomes.
A third point I want to make about PPNP is the need to engage faculty and students who are in the early stages of their nursing practice, research and policy careers. I'm impressed by the many graduate students who have reached out to me, wanting to learn how to write about policy and start to review for the journal. It is critical that we harness their interests, motivation, and inquisitiveness. Policy can't be a part of nursing scholarship that is left for "someone else." It needs to be mainlined into our research and practice. In fact, policy is an ideal link between practice and research, but only if we all buy into its importance and not relegate it to a small cadre of nurse and policy scholars. To harness fully our capacity in health policy scholarship, we need to teach students and faculty about the peer review process, the ethical aspects of publishing, and the informal and formal rules of academic scholarship from the perspective of those of us who are inside of the peer review and publishing processes.
Fourth, as part of our health policy scholarship, we need to engage people who are not nurses. Interdisciplinary scholarship means integrating social science, public health, law, communication science, and other fields into nursing and policy research. We need to carefully push those doors wide open. This means that we need to listen to others' critiques of our work and wisely discern how we can learn from them. We need to find ways to effectively communicate our wisdom to others; not because we are a trusted profession, but because we have knowledge about patients, patient care, health care systems, health services research, human behavior, and health policy.
The last point I want to make about the journal is my hope that in the future it will become a forum for lively discourse among readers. Our 2019 article by Mary Mundinger and Michael Carter about the future of nurse practitioners and doctorates in nursing is a great start. It prompted debate, commentary, letters to the editor, and it questions galore. This is exactly what a journal dedicated to nursing, politics and policy should do. There are many other issues, such as (a) costing out nursing care and education, (b) policy priorities for the profession at a time when many populations need care and a narrowing or elimination of the disparities that burden them, and (c) how to balance resources among local, state, national and global health policy needs.
The next editor-in-chief for PPNP will be announced by the beginning of 2020. As I pass the torch to that person, I know that the sky is the limit in terms of the leadership role that PPNP can play at the juncture of policy, politics and nursing practice. A hearty thanks to all who have been part of the journey so far. Here's a cheer to those of you who will carry the torch to the next stage of the journal's evolution! Sally S. Cohen, PhD, RN, FAAN Editor-in-Chief
